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MONTREAL / June 5, 1989 --- Concordia University will 
award nine honorary degrees during four convocation ceremonies in 
June. Recipients this year include key figures in the arts, 


business and education. 


Honorary Doctor of Laws (LL.D) degrees will be 
presented between June 9 and June 15 to businessmen George 
Drummond Birks, Claude Castonguay, and William I. Turner Jr., 
engineers Jean-Paul Gourdeau and Robert H. Tanner, artist 
Paterson Ewen, filmmaker Gordon Sparling, and educators Susan 


Mann Trofimenkoff and Dorothy Wills. 


The convocation ceremonies will be held at Place des 
Arts where 2,616 students will receive degrees and graduate 
diplomas from the university’s four faculties: Arts and Science, 
Commerce and Administration, Engineering and Computer Science and 


Fine Arts. 
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and Dorothy Wills will be honoured at the 


eae of Arts and Science convocation on 


Friday, June 9 at 10 
Salle Wilfrid Pelletier. Claude Castonquay will give the 


ee address. 


Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Laurentian Group 
Corporation, Claude Castonguay’s distinguished career has spanned 
the worlds of politics, business and academe. [In the 1950s, he 
taught at Université Laval. In 1966, he was named to head the 
Quebec Government’s Royal Commission into Health and Social 
Welfare. Elected to the National Assembly in 1970, Mr. 
Castonguay was able to implement many of the commissions’s 
recommendations, first as Minister of Health and later as 
Minister of Family and Social Welfare and Minister of Social 
Affairs. In addition to his professional duties, he serves as 
Chancellor of the Université de Montréal and is Vice-Chair of the 
Conference Board of Canada. He is a recipient of the Order of 
Canada. 
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Dorothy Wills has dedicated her life to the integration of 
visible minorities into Canadian society through her teaching and 
social work. A former lecturer at Concordia, Dr. Wills has been 
a faculty member in the Department of Special Care Counselling at 
Vanier College since 1971. She has also taught at the Montréal 
Catholic School Commission, worked as a social worker at the 
Girls Cottage School for delinquent adolescents, and taught 
special care counselling programs for native peoples at the 
Kahnawake and Chisasibi reserves. Her work for Canada’s visible 
minorities spans several decades. In addition to her 
participation in educational and cultural organizations serving 
the community, Dr. Wills has served on a multitude of 
organizations including the Canadian Consultative Council on 
Multiculturalism; on the National Council of the Canadian Human 
Rights Foundation; as vice-chair of the Montréal Urban 
Community’s Comité consultatif sur les relations 
interculturelles et interraciales. Dr. Wills also worked on the 
organizing committee for the 1987 National Forum on Post- 
Secondary Education. This past September, she was appointed to 
the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada. 
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Susan Mann Trofimenkoff will be honoured at Eee Faculty Of eee 


and Science cs aehchaaca ei i ie) 
Wilfrid-Pelleti . She will give the convocation address. 
SUSAN MANN TROFIMENKOFE 


A professor of History and the Academic Vice-Rector at the 
University of Ottawa, Susan Mann Trofimenkoff is considered one 
of Canada’s leading women university administrators. She is the 
founder and a driving force of Canada’s Conference of Women 
Academic Administrators. Dr. Trofimenkoff has served on the 
Social Science Research Council of Canada’s Aid-to-Publications 
Committee, as President of chs Canadian Historical Association 
and as Associate Editor of 

During her career, Dr. ead mania ee has taught at the Université 
de Montréal, the University of Calgary and the University of 
Ottawa, where she has WOEKEG. Sines ae She has authored 


numerous works including: : h- 

W Nort re; and Visions nationales: Une histoire du 

Québec. 

George Drummond Birks and William I. Turner Jr. will be honoured 

at the Commerce and Pann) serakLon a on Wednesday, June 
4 Wil =Pelleti William I, Turner Jr 


will give the convocation Sees. 


Chairman of the Board of Henry Birks & Sons Ltd., George Drummond 
Birks has been an active participant in the Birks family’s 
numerous foundations. He has served as the company’s President 
and Chief Executive Officer since 1972. Mr. Birks sits on the 
Board of Directors of the Bank of Montreal Mortgage Corporation, 
CAE Industries Ltd., Monarch Investments Ltd., Royal Trustco 
Limited and Royal Trust Company, U.A.P. Inc., United Corporations 
and Standard Life Assurance. The Birks family has had a long and 

ruitful association with Montréal universities. At Concordia, 
Birks Hall was named in honour of the family’s support for one of 
Concordia’s founding institutions, the YMCA. As well, Mr. Birks 
was a Governor of McGill University, and is associated with the 
Foundations of the Université du Québec a Montréal and of the 
Université de Montréal. He served with the Black Watch (RHR) of 
Canada in England and Europe for five years. 
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The Chancellor of Bishop’s University, William I. Turner Jr. was 
appointed Chairman of Power Industrial Corporation, a division of 
Power Corporation of Canada in 1988 after serving 18 years as 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Consolidated-Bathurst 
Inc. A recipient of the Order of Canada, Mr. Turner also serves 
as Chairman of the Board of Governors of Royal Victoria Hospital, 
as Chairman of the British-North America Committee, as Chairman 
of the Wells Fargo International Advisory Council, and as member 
of the Executive Committee of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra. 
His directorships include the boards of A. Johnson and Co. Inc., 
Bombardier Inc., CB Pak Inc., Canadian Marconi Co., Celanese 
Canada Inc., Power Corporation of Canada Inc., and Provigo Inc. 


Jean-Paul Gourdeay and Robert H, Tanner will be honoured at the 
a rae and ay oak po Science convocation Thursday, June 15 at 


uve. Jean-Paul Gourdeau will give the 
couvooatd on oor 


President and Chief Executive Officer of the SNC Group since 
1982, Jean-Paul Gourdeau started his career in the field of 
engineering as a technical consultant to municipalities on the 
construction and operation of water supply and treatment 
facilities. During the 1950s, he served with the Québec 
government’s Department of Health after which he returned to the 
private sector. Mr. Gourdeau has published extensively on 
industrial and river pollution in Québec and is a member of 
numerous professional bodies including the Association of 
Consulting Engineers of Canada and the Ordre des ingénieurs du 
Québec, the Canadian Construction Association, the American 
Water Works Association, the Water Pollution Control Federation. 
He has also served on the Science Council of Canada and the 
advisory board of the Commission d’initiatives et de 
developpement économique de Montreal (CIDEM). 


ROBERT H, TANNER 

A consulting engineer in acoustics and noise control, Robert H. 
Tanner began his career with the British Broadcasting Corporation 
in the world’s first high-definition television station. He was 
a pioneer in developing audio techniques for the new medium and 
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later researching acoustics of studios and concert halls. In 
Canada, he worked for what is now Northern Telecom and was 
loaned to the federal government’s Department of Communications 
as Director of Industrial Research. He was responsible for the 
acoustical design of many important Canadian buildings from the 
Stratford (Ontario) Festival Theatre to the Royal Canadian Mint, 
as well as the rehabilitation of the Elgin and Winter Garden 
Theatres in Toronto. As well, he worked on the acoustical 
design of an Air Force Academy for Saudi Arabia and the new 
Canadian embassy in Washington. He is an active member of the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). 


Paterson Ewen and Gordon Sparling will be honoured at the Fine 
Arts convocation Thursday, June 15 at 2:30 om, in Théatre 
Maisonneuve. Dean Robert Parker will give the convocation 
address and a film by Gordon Sparling will be screened. 


The eminent Canadian painter Paterson Ewen has been credited with 
revitalizing Canadian landscape art through his evocative 
drawing, charged images and exceptional handling of materials. 

He first came to prominence for his abstract work during the 
1950s when he became involved with Montréal’s Automatiste and 
Plasticiens movements. His works have been included in numerous 
group exhibitions and in 1982 he represented Canada at the Venice 
International Biennale Exhibition. Two retrospectives, one of 
works from his Montréal years, the other of his works since the 
1970s, have been making their way across Canada throughout 1988 
and 1989. The Montréal retrospective was exhibited at the 
Concordia Art Gallery for a month last fall. Mr. Ewen is widely 
respected for the unique position he occupies in twentieth- 
century Canadian art. 


One of Canada’s earliest and most successful film pioneers, 
Gordon Sparling has directed more than 200 films during his 
distinguished 40-year career. Mr. Sparling directed the first 
sound film made in Canada. This year marks the 65th anniversary 
of his directorial debut. Though he has worked in both the 
private and public sectors, Mr. Sparling may be best remembered 
as a founding father of the theatrical film industry in Québec 
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at a time when Canadian screens were saturated with American, 
British and French productions. One of his most famous works is 
Canadian Cameo, a series of theatrical film shorts which ran for 
20 years in theatres in North America and Europe, giving 
Canadians their first celluloid look at themselves as a nation. 
Before retiring in 1966, Mr. Sparling spent nine years as a 
director at the National Film Board of Canada. 
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Media representatives requiring additional information should 


contact DONNA VARRICA, Public Relations Officer, at (514) 848-4884. 


